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overview

This project will be an exhibition catalog that will function as an ac-
companying piece to the permanent collection at the Sakıp Sabancı 
Museum. This is an informative piece that is meant to be read by art 
and history enthusiasts as well as visitors to the institution. It is also a 
piece that is meant to showcase the work in the exhibit, therefore the 
design must not dominate the visual display of the work in the exhibit. 
That said, the design should respond to, and encourage, a creative 
partnership between the verbal and visual content. 

You are required to use a multiple column grid system. There will 
be various levels of text that must be included in this piece. These dif-
ferent levels of text must integrate with each other as well as with the 
images, all while maintaining an organized system. 

You will be designing a distinct, aesthetic look and feel for this pub-
lication. This involves appropriate selections for the physical size of the 
piece, color palette, and fonts that reflect the particular context of the 
publication as well as the audience group.

objectives

•	 To create an integrated, unified, appropriate, and readable piece 
that uses the different increments of the grid to add visual inter-
est and rhythm to each spread.

•	 To create a system of parts that can be carried through the entire 
piece in a consistent, yet flexible way. This includes the use of: 
 established hierarchical values to different levels of content 
 information zones—strategic uses of the grid and space to 
reenforce a hierarchy and/or a system of grouping and clustering 
information  established use of images (ie, color versus black/
white, silhouette or in a box, etc)

•	 To create an active composition on every spread while taking into 
consideration the pacing of the entire piece.

•	 To create a visual read that unites the two pages of each spread 
and takes the reader smoothly through the entire piece.

defining the piece

Several things need to be considered when designing a piece like this:

content: What type of work is being shown? Is it classical, modern, 
ornate, etc. It is important to grasp the visual essence of the work be-
ing highlighted. What type of aesthetic will connect the content to the 
context?

context: Where is the exhibit being held? Is it a cutting edge modern 
museum or a traditional museum that touches upon all different types 
of art. What type of aesthetic will connect to the institution as well as 
the exhibit? 

the audience: Most museums cater to the general public, but some 
cater to a more narrow audience than others. What type of aesthetic 
will connect to the range of audience?

Once you have defined the above items, write a paragraph or two 
explaining your audience, context and content, and how your overall 
intentions for your design.

content 

Text in a Word file is located on the server as well as the images. 

typefaces

No more than two. As always, you’re safest choosing a face with a 
selection of weights and styles for consistency.

format

Dimensions are your choice—the only requirement is that they must be 
different than those of the TypeCon program.

binding

Saddle stitched (or other, just make sure to clear it with me)

images

Use as many as you think are necessary to give a good representation 
of the collections. All must be accompanied by a caption.

page count

Depends on how you design it (number must be divisible by 4)


